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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Purpose of the Report  

 

 The purpose of this report is to update a historic architectural resource survey report 

completed for Appalachian Corridor H in the vicinity of Wardensville, Hardy County in 1998. 

In November 1998, a report titled Appalachian Corridor H Section 3 Wardensville and 

Vicinity, Hardy County, West Virginia, Architectural and Historical Documentation (Michael 

Baker Jr., Inc. 1998) was submitted to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 

(Keeper) in order to synthesize and finalize the findings of earlier historic resource surveys, from 

1994 to 1998, for this section of the Corridor H project.  The 1998 report evaluated 40 

previously-identified individual historic resources, as well as two historic districts, consisting of 

24 and eight resources, respectively.  Fourteen additional previously-identified resources were 

not evaluated because they were no longer within the thousand-foot-wide Area of Potential 

Effects (APE).  Of the individual resources evaluated, eight were considered eligible for NRHP 

listing by the WV SHPO: Funkhouser-Earls House, HY-0042; Wilson House, HY-0464; Miley 

Houses 1 and 2, HY-0471; James Mathias House 1, HY-0303; Heltzel House, HY-0305; 

Cornwell Dyer House, HY-0050-0002; Hott House Property, HY-0317; and Evans House, HY-

0050-0010.  One had been previously determined eligible by the Keeper: Tharp-Orndorff House, 

HY-0527.  In addition to these individual resources, the two historic districts, the Wardensville 

Main Street Historic District with 24 resources (all contributing) and the Carpenters Avenue 

Historic District with eight resources (all contributing) were evaluated as eligible by the WV 

SHPO. 

Since the Appalachian Corridor H Section 3 Wardensville and Vicinity, Hardy County, 

West Virginia, Architectural and Historical Documentation report was completed in 1998, a 

number of resources within the current APE for the project have subsequently reached 50 years 

of age.  Additionally, 20 years have passed since the resources listed in the preceding 

paragraph were determined eligible for NRHP listing and their historic integrity may have 

changed.  This report, an addendum to the 1998 report, evaluates for NRHP listing all resources 

50 years old or older within the APE for the current alignment that had not been previously 

evaluated.  It also re-evaluates the resources within the APE that were previously listed in or 

determined eligible for listing in the NRHP to evaluate whether they retained integrity. 

 

1.2 Project Description  
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As part of the larger Appalachian Highway, Corridor H project, the West Virginia 

Department of Transportation, Division of Highways (WVDOH), in conjunction with the Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA), is developing the Wardensville to Virginia State Line project in 

Hardy County, West Virginia.  This project is the easternmost portion of Appalachian Corridor H 

in West Virginia. The project begins at the east end of the current four-lane Section of Corridor 

H west of Wardensville at Hardy County 23/12 and ends at the West Virginia-Virginia State Line, 

a distance of approximately 6.8 miles  The project is mapped on the United States Geological 

Survey (USGS) Baker (USGS 1979) and Wardensville, West Virginia-Virginia (USGS 1990), 7.5 

minute topographic quadrangles (Figure 1) and on a West Virginia General Highway County 

Map of Hardy County (Figure 2; West Virginia Department of Transportation 2018). 

 

1.3 Area of Potential Effects  

 

 �$�Q�� �$�3�(�� �L�V�� �G�H�I�L�Q�H�G�� �D�W�� ������ �&�)�5�� ���������������G���� �D�V���³�W�K�H���J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�� �D�U�H�D�� �R�U�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K��

an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause alterations in the character or use of historic 

properties, if any such properties exist.  The APE is influenced by the scale and nature of an 

�X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���P�D�\���E�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�R�U���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���N�L�Q�G�V���R�I���H�I�I�H�F�W�V���F�D�X�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�L�Q�J���´�����7�K�H��

APE is considered to be the maximum extent of potential visual and audible effects that a 

project may have on historic resources. 

The APE for above ground structures for the Corridor H, Wardensville to Virginia State 

Line project was developed in consultation with the WVDOH.  It is shown on Figures 1, 2, and 3.  

It varies in width from 1,000 feet to 3,000 feet, to account for potential visual and audible 

impacts to historic resources.  The total acreage contained in the APE is 3,206 acres. 

At its western end eastward to the Town of Wardensville, the portion of the APE north of 

the alignment includes the floodplain and terrace of the Cacapon River and consists mostly of 

agricultural fields and woodlots.  Cedar Street and Poplar Lane on the west side of Wardensville 

are included in the APE; however, east of these streets, the northern boundary of the APE 

follows the south side of Main Street through Wardensville and continues to the valley of Waites 

Run. The portion of the APE south of the alignment predominantly includes uplands and the 
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